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performance on assessments of mathematical 
abilities is approximately two grade levels higher, 
but still below that of their hearing counterparts 
(Qi & Mitchell, 2012). The academic difficulties 
that many students with hearing impairments 
experience in this age of high-stakes assessment 
are a growing concern among educators.

Assessment of Individuals 
With Hearing Impairments
The primary aim of assessment of students with 
a hearing impairment is to develop a complete 
picture of their cognitive, communicative, behav­
ioral, and social characteristics as well as their 
strengths and needs. This information is central 
to designing individualized instructional plans 
and other experiential activities that promote 
development and academic progress.

Cognitive Assessment
It is crucial that the intellectual assessment of 
students with hearing impairments use measures 
that do not rely primarily on verbal abilities as 
indicators of cognitive functioning. There are 
several nonverbal assessment options consid­
ered appropriate for individuals with hearing 
impairments. Two examples are the nonverbal 
portion of the Kaufman Assessment Battery 
for Children (2nd ed.) (Kaufman & Kaufman, 
2004) and components of the recently revised 
Wechsler Intelligence Scale for Children (5th 
ed.) (Wechsler, 2014). Because of the nonverbal 
nature of these and similar instruments, concerns 
exist about the validity and reliability of these 
assessments when used with students who are 
deaf (Maller & Braden, 2011).

The two most widely used measures of aca­
demic achievement administered to children who 
have a hearing loss are the Stanford Achievement 
Test (SAT-10) (Pearson Assessment, 2008) and 
individual state achievement tests. The Stanford Achievement Test is the only national 
assessment routinely used to assess the academic performance of students who are deaf 
or hard of hearing (Qi & Mitchell, 2012). Fortunately, the scoring of this instrument 
incorporates norms based on individuals with hearing impairments.

Communication Assessment
The most serious negative aspect of a hearing impairment is its effect on language 
and speech development. Inadequate auditory stimulation during early development 
almost always leads to marked problems in language acquisition and speech production  

  FIGURE 12.3  “Deaf Donald” by Shel Silverstein
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means I love you.

And Sue said, “Donald, I sure do like you.”

And Sue asked Donald, “Do you like me too?”

“Good-bye then, Donald, I’m leaving you.”

And she left forever so she never knew
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